Letters to the Editor

Should people be Paid to Do Research in Mathematics?
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" Dr. Martin J. Newell (1910-1985)

Scan Tobin

The signature Mdirtin O Tnathail appears Promincntly on the very fine
silver salver which was presented to President JSamon deValera, to mark his
Golden Jubilee as Chancellor of the National University of Ireland, in De-
cember 1971, The salver is now on display in the Presidential Room of the
National Museum—and it must have been very agreeable to Lamon de Valera,
who maintained a lifclong interest in mathematics, to have on his memorial
salver the signatures of two mathematicians (the other being that of Dr. Donal
McCarthy, President of 'U.C.C.) as pro-vice-chancellors of the University. Dr.
Newell’s signature is firm and very clear, and this fits well with salient charac-
teristics of the man himself: clarity of expression and firmness of decision, two
qualities which became especially significant during his tenure of the Presi-
dency of University College Galway, from 1960 to 1975, when the course of
university development was charted for many years to come.

Martin J. Newell was born and bred in the heart of Galway, where his
family lived in Shop Street, one of the old central streets which still preserve
the outlines of the mediaeval City. He was educated there in St. Joseph’s
College and in 1926 he entered University College Galway, taking first places in
the County Council and University Entrance Scholarships. A brilliant career
as a student was crowned with the award in 1930 of the M.Sc. Degree in
Mathematical Science (with first-class honours), and the N.U.I Travelling

Studentship. This brought him to Cambridge for three years in St. John’s
College, where he studied for the Mathematical Tripos.

In 1933 he was appointed to the staff of St. Michael’s College in Listowel,
and in 1935 he returned to Galway as Lecturer in Mathematics (through Irish),

 in succession to Eoghan McKenna who had become Professor of Mathematical

Physics. Incidentally his own successor in Listowel was James Callagy B.A.,
they had been fellow-students at U.C.G., where they shared an enthusiasm
for geometry.

In 1950 Martin J. Newell was appointed a member of the Governing Board
of the School of Theoretical Physics at D.LA.S., and he continued in that
capacity until 1965. In 1952 he was awarded the degree D.Sc. by the N.U.L
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